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Destination  Philadelphia

Bus Shelter Posters and Maps

The purpose of this bus shelter sign system is to 
enhance and promote public transit options while 
giving important information to those waiting for a
bus or passing by. This application is for the bus 
shelter route maps due to their unique graphic 
design, a bus route map on one side and historic 
images of what once stood on the street on the 
other side. 

The need for a simple bus shelter map created a 
great opportunity, a blank reverse side, which the 
Center City District has used to inform the public 
and visitors about our rich historic past.

The 90 easy‐to‐read bus shelter signs, produced in 
partnership with SEPTA, PATCO and the Central
Philadelphia Transportation Management Associa-
tion (the transportation arm of the Center City 
District), and with financial support from Pennsyl-
vania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), 
were installed at bus shelters along JFK Boule-
vard, Chestnut, Market, Walnut, and Arch streets 
from 4th to 22th streets as well as north-south 
numbered streets and Broad Street from Spring 
Garden to Pine streets. The two‐sided panels,
measuring 25 ½” x 36”, sport a transit map on 
one side and an historic street scene image on 
the reverse side. They were designed by Joel Katz 
Design Associates and fabricated in embedded 
fiberglass by PANNIER.

The historical interpretive panels focus on urban 
planning and development in Philadelphia from the 
earliest days of America’s history to current day. A 
number of themes flow through the different pan-
els including transportation, commerce, politics, 
culture, architectural achievement and changing 
styles, preservation efforts, religious institutions, 
ethnic communities, prominent architects and 
builders, and the role of technology.

The Ride!Philadelphia bus shelter signage was 
financed by a grant from the U.S. Federal Highway
Administration through PennDOT and DVRPC.

On this block in

See the other side for a map of eastbound buses on JFK Boulevard

The Broad Street Station opened 

at 15th Street and Filbert Street 

on December 5, 1881. The orig-

inal building was a four story 

Gothic brick structure, as shown 

in this image from 1889. The 

construction of eight tracks cov-

ered by two arched sheds were 

considered an incredible engi-

neering feat. Initially 80 trains 

arrived and departed daily but 

within a short time the daily 

schedule increased because of 

trains servicing nearby cities, 

such as Wilmington and Balti-

more.

By 1894, the station was 

expanded to 16 tracks following 

the designs for additions and 

alterations by the famous Phila-

delphian architect Frank Furness.  

Four hundred fifty trains oper-

ated into and out of the Broad 

Street Station each day, but once 

Suburban Station was built in 

1930, the number of daily trains 

was reduced.  

After the train station burned in 

1923, plans for the development 

of an office district included the 

demolition of the station. The 

last day of service for the station 

was April 27, 1952 and 5,000 

people attended a special cer-

emony that was also broadcast 

over the radio.
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Money matters

Plumber’s daily wage: $3.59

Nutmeg grater: 25¢

25 gram ball of yarn: 15¢ 

New York Times: 2¢

Upright piano: $100

Toothbrush: 6¢

Game of checkers: 5¢

Geese feather pillow: $2.19

1 lb. of chocolate: 38¢ 

In 1889
President: Grover Cleveland (D) 
Benjamin Harrison (R) 

Mayor: Edwin Henry Fitler (R) 

Philadelphia population: 847,170

Events

April 22—At high noon, thou-
sands rushed to claim land in the 
Land Run of 1889. Within hours 
the cities of Oklahoma City and 
Guthrie, Oklahoma were formed 
with populations of at least 
10,000!

July 8—The first issue of the Wall 
Street Journal was published.

November 8—Montana was 
admitted as the 41st U.S. state. 

Electric lights installed in the 
White House.

I.M. Singer Company introduced 
the first electric sewing machine.

Aunt Jemima pancake flour 
invented in St. Joseph, MO.

University of Pennsylvania’s 
Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology embarked on the first 
expedition to the Middle East. The 
dig was at Nippur, an ancient city 
of the Sumerians and Akkadians, 
which today is located in Iraq.
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