Email: 

RA-OB-PublicComment@pa.gov
RACP Public Comment Period 

Office of the Budget Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

18th Floor Harristown 2 

333 Market Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17101-2210
Project name: 

Reading Viaduct, Phase 1, Philadelphia PA

	Dear RACP Administration, 

I am writing in support of the $3.5 million RACP application made by the Center City District for the Reading Viaduct, Phase 1 Project, which is located in Philadelphia County. 

As a local citizen, I strongly encourage your full support for this project to enhance economic development in our community.
· By creating a new park and public space, this project will replace defunct, derelict and overgrown rail infrastructure with a much-needed public amenity to serve existing residents, businesses and students and help generate new residential, business and retail development in the immediate surrounding area. 
· By eliminating an eyesore that has deterred development and, through a program of on-going maintenance, the project will result in decreased crime and vandalism.
· The project will create immediate construction and maintenance jobs in the area and through spin-off development create 175 new, permanent jobs in a city with very high unemployment rates. 

This project is being financially supported by the City of Philadelphia and several local foundations. Additional Commonwealth support will enable the project to start construction this year. 

The Center City District has a highly successful track record of completing major projects in Philadelphia, some of which have benefitted from RACP resources. These economic development projects decrease the blighted areas in the community and serve as an economic benefit to all citizens of the Commonwealth. 



	Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
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